RECOLLECTION AND RECOVERY
Kolbenheyer's work lacks the transparent ease of
such well-known writers of historical fiction as Alfred
Neumann (b. 1895), Bruno Frank (1887-1945), or
Stefan Zweig (1881-1942), whose books state not so
much the weight of conservatively conceived perennial
values as, rather, the contemporary and threatened
pattern of liberal living. Stefan Zweig represented in
his best years something of the civilized, if at times
overrefined, psychological miniature craftsmanship for
which Lytton Strachey had set a persuasive and mas-
terly pattern in England. Zweig's many historical por-
traits are not without a certain brilliant incisiveness;
he had a clear, if rarely profound, sense of character. In
his shorter stories (Erstes Erlebnis, 1911, Amok, 1923,
and Verivnmng der Gefiible, 1926) he combines an
analytical temper with a brisk and overdeliberate, al-
most expressionistic, speech; occasionally (cf. Drei
Meister, 1919, and Erasmus,, 1935) a decided intellec-
tual affinity to his subject enhances his effectiveness.
On the whole, Zweig's reputation rests upon the minor
literary virtues of versatility, intelligence, and a lively
pen.